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About the Petitioner 

Denyzio Laboy is a Maryland resident and community advocate dedicated to promoting 
education, cultural awareness, and the preservation of Indigenous Caribbean heritage. His 
work focuses on honoring the legacy of the Arawak Taíno people—the Indigenous peoples 
of the Caribbean whose history and descendants extend throughout the United States, 
including the State of Maryland. This petition seeks to respectfully encourage the State of 
Maryland to consider a formal acknowledgment of the Arawak Taíno as a living Indigenous 
population through an official state resolution. 

 

Proposed Maryland State Resolution 
A Joint Resolution concerning 

 

Recognition of the Arawak Taíno People and Establishment of a Voluntary Heritage Registry 

Purpose: To promote cultural education, awareness, and inclusion related to the Arawak 
Taíno Indigenous people and descendants residing in Maryland; to designate the fourth 
Saturday in April as annual “Arawak Taíno Heritage Day”; and to consider establishing a 
voluntary heritage registry for educational and cultural purposes. 

 

WHEREAS, the Arawak Taíno are Indigenous to the Caribbean islands of Borikén (Puerto 
Rico), Kiskeya/Haiti (Dominican Republic and Haiti), The Bahamas, and Cuba, and today, 
their descendants live throughout the United States, including Maryland. 

WHEREAS, Taíno descendants contribute to Maryland’s cultural, educational, civic, and 
economic life and seek acknowledgment consistent with similar recognitions made in 
Connecticut, Massachusetts, California, New York, Colorado, and the U.S. Virgin Islands. 

WHEREAS, community-led registries such as the United Confederation of Taíno People’s 
(UCTP) Taíno Population Census and Intertribal Registry provide models for voluntary, 
culturally based identification and engagement. 

WHEREAS, the enduring presence of the Arawak Taíno people is reflected through the 
preservation of language, culture, art, and spiritual practice among descendants across 
the Americas. 

WHEREAS, the Higuayagua Taíno Luku Kairi Tribal Nation continues to lead educational, 
cultural, and linguistic revitalization initiatives, including the teaching of Arawak Taíno 
language, traditional spirituality, and intertribal cooperation. 



WHEREAS, individuals and organizations across the United States, including advocates 
like Denyzio Laboy and community-led groups such as the Taino American Indigenous 
National Organization (T.A.I.N.O.), are working to preserve and promote Arawak Taíno 
identity, heritage, and educational awareness through cultural programming, public 
outreach, and research. 

WHEREAS, the State of Maryland has demonstrated ongoing commitment to diversity, 
education, and cultural inclusion; now, therefore — 

BE IT RESOLVED that the State of Maryland hereby recognizes the Arawak Taíno as a living 
Indigenous people whose descendants reside within the state. 

BE IT RESOLVED that the General Assembly consider designating the fourth Saturday of 
April as Arawak Taíno Heritage Day to promote cultural understanding and educational 
programming. 

BE IT RESOLVED that partnerships among state agencies, schools, and community 
organizations be encouraged to promote public education on Arawak Taíno history and 
culture. 

BE IT RESOLVED that any consideration of a voluntary Arawak Taíno Heritage Registry shall 
remain strictly informational, fully compliant with privacy laws, and serve only to promote 
awareness and cultural exchange. 

BE IT RESOLVED that copies of this Resolution be transmitted to the Governor of Maryland, 
the Maryland State Department of Education, and the Maryland Commission on Indian 
Affairs for consideration. 

Closing Statement 
This petition is submitted as an individual effort to promote cultural awareness, unity, and 
recognition of Maryland’s Indigenous Caribbean heritage. It represents a call for education, 
understanding, and celebration of the Arawak Taíno people — one of the first Indigenous 
civilizations of the Americas. The Arawak Taíno culture continues to thrive today through 
the work of dedicated advocates and cultural groups. The Higuayagua Taíno Luku Kairi 
Tribal Nation advances traditional teachings, language revival, and community education, 
ensuring cultural survival and continuity. The United Confederation of Taino People, an  
international organization dedicated to the preservation, recognition, and empowerment of 
Taíno and other Arawak-descendant Indigenous peoples through advocacy, education, and 
cultural revitalization. The Taino American Indigenous National Organization, who also 
advocate  for cultural survival , community , and educational initiatives. Similarly, 
community-led advocacy and educational initiatives, such as those led by Denyzio Laboy 



and other heritage preservationists, serve as vital contributions to the shared mission of 
sustaining Arawak Taíno identity and visibility within the broader American and Caribbean 
cultural landscape. 

Respectfully requested, 

Denyzio Laboy 
Denyzio Laboy 
Resident and Citizen Advocate 
Boyds, Maryland 
Laboywonder716@gmail.com 
Website: www.tainonatives.org 

http://www.tainonatives.org/


Appendix B 

Letters of Support – Maryland Joint Resolution 
Recognizing the Arawak Taíno People 

Compiled for presentation to the Office of the Governor of Maryland and 
the Maryland Commission on Indian Affairs 

Statement of Support 

[NAME AND TITLE] 

[CITY OR COUNTY YOU REPRESENT] 

I, [Type Name Here], acknowledge and support the initiative led by Denyzio Laboy of 
T.A.I.N.O. — Taino American Indigenous National Organization to present a petition to 
Governor Wes Moore and the Maryland General Assembly for a state resolution recognizing 
the living Arawak Taíno Indigenous people and establishing the fourth Saturday in April as 
“Arawak Taíno Heritage Day.” 

The Arawak Taíno people were among the first Indigenous communities encountered by 
Europeans in the Americas, and their cultural, linguistic, and historical legacy endures in 
our language and communities today. Recognizing this heritage is consistent with 
Maryland’s values of inclusion, justice, and cultural preservation. 

I hereby lend my support to this important and overdue recognition and encourage our 
state and local leaders to join in solidarity with this effort. 

Signed, 

[SIGN NAME HERE] 

[PRINT NAME HERE] 

Date: ________________________ 



Appendix C 
Maryland- Arawak Indigenous Descendants Ethnic demographics 

Puerto Rican, Dominican, Cuban, Jamaican, Haitian, and Bahamian Ancestry 
 

This appendix provides an overview of Maryland’s population by county for individuals 
identifying with Puerto Rican, Dominican, Jamaican, Haitian, and Bahamian ancestry 
based on the most recent American Community Survey (ACS) data published by the U.S. 
Census Bureau. These data help illustrate the demographic presence and distribution of 
Caribbean-origin communities across the state of Maryland, demonstrating the shared 
ancestral, cultural, and linguistic ties of Arawak-descended peoples throughout the 
region.it is important to note that while Puerto Rican, Dominican, Haitian, Jamaican, and 
Bahamian communities each represent distinct national identities, extensive 
anthropological, historical, and linguistic scholarship affirms that these populations share 
common ancestral and cultural origins rooted in the Indigenous Arawak Taíno peoples of 
the Caribbean. Given centuries of regional migration, intermarriage, and cultural 
preservation, it is both historically consistent and academically reasonable to conclude 
that a substantial majority—estimated at more than ninety to ninety-five percent—of 
individuals within these demographic groups retain ancestral connections to Arawak Taíno 
lineage. This understanding provides essential interpretive context for the demographic 
data presented herein and underscores that the presence of these populations within 
Maryland represents not only cultural diversity but the continued legacy and living heritage  
of the Arawak Taíno people. 
 

 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey (2019–2023 5-Year Estimates) 

 
 

County Puerto Rican Dominican Jamaican Haitian Bahamian 

Montgomery County 23,451 2,121 18,554 7,210 512 
Prince George’s 
County 

31,743 3,004 42,672 13,421 865 

Baltimore City 11,120 1,002 22,348 8,874 376 
Anne Arundel County 8,329 721 6,102 2,113 190 
Howard County 7,511 652 9,225 3,010 207 
Frederick County 4,313 419 1,902 664 75 
Charles County 5,212 498 4,786 1,888 121 
Baltimore County 15,987 1,438 12,880 5,312 284 
Harford County 3,925 311 2,554 1,019 82 
Wicomico County 2,119 214 1,111 564 51 



Appendix D 
Record and Sample of States who have already affirmed a similar Action Specifically 

aligned with the Arawak Taino Indigenous People 
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General Assembly  House Resolution No.  10  
January Session, 2025  LCO No. 6190 

 
 
Referred to Committee on GOVERNMENT ADMINISTRATION 
AND ELECTIONS  
 

 

Introduced by:  
(GAE)  

 
 
 
RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING THE CULTURE AND HERITAGE OF 
TAÍNO DESCENDANTS IN THIS STATE.  

Resolved by this House: 
 

WHEREAS, the residents of this state of Taíno heritage merit 1 

recognition; and 2 

WHEREAS, such residents serve a vital role in the state's diverse 3 

cultural fabric; and  4 

WHEREAS, the Taíno people contributed both historically and 5 

culturally to this state, ensuring that their heritage is recognized and 6 

preserved for future generations; and  7 

WHEREAS, this House supports efforts of the Taíno people to gain 8 

federal recognition while clarifying that this recognition does not confer 9 

tribal status, nor establish claims to land or sovereignty within the state; 10 

and 11 

WHEREAS, encouraging collaboration with Taíno cultural 12 

organizations will promote awareness, support educational initiatives 13 



House Resolution No. 10 
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and assist in language revitalization efforts. 14 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that this House respects and 15 

affirms the cultural identity of Taíno descendants in Connecticut, 16 

ensuring that their heritage is recognized and preserved for future 17 

generations while fostering a greater understanding of their historical 18 

and ongoing contributions to the state. 19 

 
GAE House Favorable  

 





PROCLAMATION TO SUPPORT THE RECOGNITION OF 

INDIGENOUS PEOPLES IN ARLINGTON 

(introduced on January 25, 2021) 

 

VOTED: THAT THE TOWN ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:  

 

WHEREAS the Indigenous Peoples of the lands that would later become known as the Americas 

and specifically the Massachusett tribe in the lands which would later become known as 

Menotomy (from an Algonquian word), have occupied these lands since time immemorial; and 

 

WHEREAS the Town of Arlington, Massachusetts (the “Town”) wishes to honor our nation and 

town's Indigenous roots, history and contributions; and  

 

WHEREAS the cultures of the Indigenous Peoples of the Americas are worthy of being 

promoted, their history is rich, diverse, and worthy of celebration; and  

 

WHEREAS the actions and policies of European colonizers of the Americas actively destroyed 

and suppressed parts of those cultures, and racism has served to perpetuate high rates of poverty 

for Indigenous Peoples and led to inequities in health, education, and housing, as illustrated most 

recently with the severe impact of COVID-19 on Indigenous communities; and 

WHEREAS the Town has a history of opposing racism, and prominent residents throughout 

history such as Cyrus Dallin were particularly active in advancing the rights of Indigenous 

peoples; and 

WHEREAS Indigenous Peoples Day was first proposed in Geneva in 1977 by a delegation of 

Native Nations to the United Nations-sponsored International Conference on Discrimination 

Against Indigenous Populations in the Americas; and  

 

WHEREAS in 1990, representatives from 120 Indigenous nations at the First Continental 

Conference on 500 Years of Indian Resistance unanimously passed a resolution to transform 

Columbus Day into an occasion to strengthen the process of continental unity and struggle 

towards liberation, and thereby use the occasion to reveal a more accurate historical record; and  

 

WHEREAS the District of Columbia, States of Alaska, Louisiana, Maine, Michigan, Minnesota, 

New Mexico, Oregon, South Dakota, Vermont, Wisconsin, and localities including Somerville 

MA, Cambridge MA, Brookline MA, Newton MA, Marblehead MA, Northampton MA, 

Amherst MA, Portland ME, Los Angeles CA, San Francisco CA, Denver CO, Portland OR, 

Seattle WA, Columbus OH and many more have adopted Indigenous Peoples Day as a counter-

celebration, in lieu of Columbus Day, to promote Indigenous cultures and commemorate the 

history of Indigenous Peoples; and  

 

WHEREAS Columbus Day commemorates the landing of Christopher Columbus in the 

Americas specifically on the Caribbean islands of The Bahamas on October 12, 1492 and, later, 

on Hispaniola (present-day countries of the Dominican Republic and Haiti); and voyages of 

Columbus to the Americas initiated the transatlantic slave trade and the era of conquest, and his 



governorship of the Caribbean instituted systematic policies of slavery and extermination of 

Indigenous populations, especially the Taino/Arawak people whose population was reduced 

from approximately 8 million to 100,000, being further reduced by the continuation of his 

policies until near-extinction in 1542. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Select Board votes to proclaim that the 

second Monday of October shall be commemorated as Indigenous Peoples Day in Arlington, 

superseding local references to Columbus Day and in recognition of the position of Indigenous 

Peoples as native to these lands, and the suffering they faced during and since the European 

conquest; and be it further 

 

RESOLVED that the people of Arlington, as well as local businesses, organizations, and public 

institutions are encouraged to observe Indigenous Peoples Day by reflecting upon the 

dispossession of the homelands and villages of the Massachusett people of this region who lived 

here for millennia prior to the arrival of European settlers, and upon the history of the other 

Indigenous Peoples who have lived in Arlington, and by celebrating the survival of Indigenous 

Peoples and recognizing their struggle to perpetuate and celebrate their ancestral heritage and 

practices, as well as celebrating the thriving cultures and values that Indigenous Peoples have 

brought and continue to bring to our Town and the wider community; and be it further  

 

RESOLVED that in any observances, Arlington shall endeavor to include Indigenous 

representation from amongst its residents and from the Massachusett tribe and will also seek 

representation from Indigenous organizations in the area such as the North American Indian 

Center of Boston, United American Indians of New England, Cultural Survival, and 

IndigenousPeoplesDayMA.org as well as other Arlington community representation from 

segments of the community; and be it further  

 

RESOLVED that the Arlington Public Schools are encouraged to join in this observance with 

appropriate exercises and/or instruction in all schools around the time of Indigenous Peoples 

Day, to the end that the culture, history and diversity of Indigenous Peoples be celebrated and 

perpetuated; and be it further 

 

RESOLVED that local businesses, organizations, and public institutions are encouraged to 

evaluate their imagery and insignia, to ensure that representations of Indigenous Peoples are not 

misappropriated, with a preference for using the Town Seal in official capacities; and be it 

further 

 

RESOLVED that all Town entities are encouraged to celebrate and recognize the heritage of the 

peoples indigenous to Massachusetts and Arlington by including the following land 

acknowledgement at the beginning of all of the Town’s public meetings: 

 

“We acknowledge that the Town of Arlington is located on the ancestral lands of 

the Massachusett Tribe, the tribe of Indigenous peoples from whom the Colony, 

Province, and Commonwealth have taken their names. We pay our respects to the 

ancestral bloodline of the Massachusett Tribe and their descendants who still inhabit 

historic Massachusett territories today.” 



 

; and be it further  

 

RESOLVED that it is requested that the Town Clerk ensure that the Massachusetts Commission 

of Indian Affairs, North American Indian Center of Boston, IndigenousPeoplesDayMA.org, 

United American Indians of New England, Massachusetts Center for Native American 

Awareness, the Massachusett Tribe at Ponkapoag, Mashpee Wampanoag Indian Tribal Council, 

the Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head (Aquinnah), the Nipmuc Nation Tribal Council (including 

the Hassanamisco and Natick), the Assonet Band of Wampanoags, the Chappaquiddick 

Wampanoags, the Chaubunagungamaug Nipmuc, the Pocasset Wampanoag, the Herring Pond 

Wampanoag, and the Seaconke Wampanoag, all of which include descendants of those people 

indigenous to Massachusetts, as well as the Arlington School Committee, Arlington Advocate, 

and YourArlington.com receive electronic or paper copies of this Resolution.  
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